. w American College of Physicians
I mmuno I Og | StS Leading Internal Medicine, Improving Lives

American 9 A‘ P
AAssociation of

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Leading Organizations Unite to Affirm Vaccine Safety Amid Rising
Misinformation and Declining Trust

In response to growing concerns over vaccine misinformation, declining public trust in science,
and recent outbreaks of preventable diseases, a coalition of 34 scientific and medical
organizations, led by the American Association of Immunologists (AAl) and the American College
of Physicians (ACP), has issued a unified statement emphasizing the critical role of vaccinations
in public health.

“We strongly support vaccination as a cornerstone of public health, a shining example of the
power of scientific research, and a vital tool in the fight against preventable diseases,” the
statement asserts. “We urge everyone to adhere to recommended vaccination schedules to
protect themselves, their families, and their communities.”

AAl President Stephen C. Jameson said: "Vaccines are one of the greatest achievements of
biomedical research, made possible by decades of rigorous scientific investigation and
investment in discovery. The development of safe and effective vaccines requires a strong, well-
funded scientific enterprise, from basic immunology research to large-scale clinical trials.
Ensuring continued support for science is essential to protecting public health and combating
emerging infectious diseases."

ACP President Isaac O. Opole, added: “As internal medicine physicians on the front lines of
patient care, we understand what needs to be done to mitigate the spread of preventable
diseases. Vaccines are safe, effective and vital to our ability to prevent diseases that threaten
public health. ACP remains concerned about the spread of disinformation and misinformation
regarding vaccination and treatment and strongly supports evidence-based guidance. With the
current measles outbreak and the threat of other preventable infectious diseases, we need to
ensure that members of the public have reliable, accurate information to guide their choices.”

This unified statement from leading science and medical organizations comes against a backdrop
of declining trust in science, rising vaccine misinformation, and outbreaks of preventable
infectious diseases.

Recent studies have highlighted a worrisome decline in public confidence toward scientific
institutions. A Pew Research Center survey revealed that the percentage of Americans who
believe science has a mostly positive effect on society dropped from 73% in 2019 to 57% in 2023
Furthermore, a study by Columbia University's Mailman School of Public Health found that
misinformation about vaccines on social media contributes to vaccine hesitancy.

The tangible consequences of declining vaccination rates are evident. An ongoing measles
outbreak in Texas has already resulted in over 300 cases and the tragic death of an unvaccinated
child—the first such death in the U.S. in a decade.


https://www.pewresearch.org/science/2023/11/14/americans-trust-in-scientists-positive-views-of-science-continue-to-decline/
https://www.publichealth.columbia.edu/news/vaccine-misinformation-outpaces-efforts-counter-it
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The coalition's statement underscores the extensive scientific foundation and rigorous safety
protocols behind vaccine development. It highlights that decades of research and multiple
phases of clinical trials ensure vaccine safety and efficacy. The statement also notes that while no
medical intervention is without risk, the benefits of vaccination in preventing serious illness and

death far outweigh any risk associated with vaccines.

In light of the current climate, the coalition calls upon individuals to consult with trusted
healthcare professionals regarding any concerns about vaccines and to rely on credible, science-

based information when making health decisions.
A full copy of the statement is available on the AAl website.

List of Coalition Organizations

American Association of Immunologists

American College of Physicians

Academy of Managed Care Pharmacy (AMCP)

American Academy of Pediatrics

American Anthropological Association

American Association for Anatomy

American Association for Dental, Oral, and Craniofacial Research
American Association of Colleges of Pharmacy (AACP)
American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists
American Industrial Hygiene Association

American Institute of Biological Sciences

American Osteopathic Association

American Pharmacists Association

American Physiological Society

American Society for Biochemistry and Molecular Biology
American Society for Clinical Pharmacology & Therapeutics (ASCPT)
American Society for Investigative Pathology

American Society for Matrix Biology (ASMB)

American Society for Microbiology

American Society for Pharmacology and Experimental Therapeutics (ASPET)
American Society of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene
American Statistical Association

Association of Biomolecular Resource Facilities
Biophysical Society

Council of Medical Specialty Societies

Entomological Society of America

FASEB

Gerontological Society of America

March of Dimes

Society for Leukocyte Biology

Society of Behavioral Medicine

The Histochemical Society


https://news.aai.org/2025/03/18/coalition-statement-on-the-impact-and-safety-of-vaccines
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About The American Association of Immunologists

The American Association of Immunologists (AAl) is one of the world’s largest organizations of
immunologists and scientists in related disciplines. Our mission is to improve global health and
well-being by advancing immunology and elevating public understanding of the immune system.
AAl members are responsible for some of the most significant biomedical discoveries of the past
century, including the development of life-saving cancer immunotherapies, antibody therapies,
transplant technologies, and vaccines. We support scientists across the field of immunology
through knowledge dissemination, community building, advocacy, and public outreach.

About the American College of Physicians

The American College of Physicians is the largest medical specialty organization in the United
States with members in more than 172 countries worldwide. ACP membership includes 161,000
internal medicine physicians, related subspecialists, and medical students. Internal medicine
physicians are specialists who apply scientific knowledge and clinical expertise to the diagnosis,
treatment, and compassionate care of adults across the spectrum from health to complexillness.
Follow ACP on X, Facebook, Instagram, Threads and LinkedIn.



https://www.aai.org/
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.acponline.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmlam%40aai.org%7C7f17b24bb91d4e185ca108dd54fba5de%7Ca18f6239d1a84a92aae6f0144c18e3f4%7C0%7C0%7C638760162012820544%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9HhsXTzJJNNFBweYT%2B5HeTOfzSW4xnoBblz3UkJtn20%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fx.com%2Facpimphysicians&data=05%7C02%7Cmlam%40aai.org%7C7f17b24bb91d4e185ca108dd54fba5de%7Ca18f6239d1a84a92aae6f0144c18e3f4%7C0%7C0%7C638760162012840006%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=y1%2BWs13gpJ2l72Jy2qLzhgX7ATTQVh68BMrIW3Q1iHc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FACPIMPhysicians%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmlam%40aai.org%7C7f17b24bb91d4e185ca108dd54fba5de%7Ca18f6239d1a84a92aae6f0144c18e3f4%7C0%7C0%7C638760162012849120%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=XbagvGvJ2pWHXxrOJCCIqx0%2FSWLnt%2Fgc%2Fo2ePfBmnNE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Facpimphysicians%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cmlam%40aai.org%7C7f17b24bb91d4e185ca108dd54fba5de%7Ca18f6239d1a84a92aae6f0144c18e3f4%7C0%7C0%7C638760162012858523%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Eh6rT7LMiKRBXsLHC6apwTTCPwuedxml5YTbJUeg77w%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.threads.net%2F%40acpimphysicians&data=05%7C02%7Cmlam%40aai.org%7C7f17b24bb91d4e185ca108dd54fba5de%7Ca18f6239d1a84a92aae6f0144c18e3f4%7C0%7C0%7C638760162012867243%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=SUC84tiVo0M%2FxYfw%2FCMTuLXlp1tRGN7IvVM0XxUuwoA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2Famerican-college-of-physicians&data=05%7C02%7Cmlam%40aai.org%7C7f17b24bb91d4e185ca108dd54fba5de%7Ca18f6239d1a84a92aae6f0144c18e3f4%7C0%7C0%7C638760162012876076%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5sw1XA81iCxRuoLJ2xXw0G8R4Ns5esBLpK4SdofC2pE%3D&reserved=0

