


3.  Key enhancements will include: 

(1) requiring at least a Tier One Federal background 
investigation for all eligible VA personnel requiring access to 
VA facilities and/or information systems, such as Health 
Professions Trainees, researchers, and affiliates;

(2) limit PIV-Interoperability (PIV-I) card issuance to the specific 
length of appointment, not to exceed 180 days; and 

(3) requiring a Federal Name Check, utilizing a national vetting 
system, for personnel who are non-U.S. nationals.
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• Provide guidance on key specialty application parameters 
for student deans and prospective applicants
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Program Directors Association Guide for Residency 
Applicants1. Application platform

2. Application deadline
3. Match platform 
4. Letters of recommendation  
5. Away rotation expectations 
6. Supplemental information  
7. Signal information  
8. Use of USMLE/COMLEX scores  
9. Interview invitation process 
10. Interview format
11. Applicant communications 
12. Second Look/Open House planning 





Program Directors Association Guide for Residency Applicants

 The Workgroup Updates +                 

1. Each subspecialty PD association to update its PD Association Guide 
by May 1st for the 2025 application cycle.

2. For the completed guide for each specialty PD association to be 
posted on the specialty’s website.

3. For OPDA to continue to host on OPDA webpage the list of (more) 
specialties participating in this pilot + direct link of these documents 
on the specialty website.
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