Program Directors Association Guide for Residency Applicants

Academic Year: 2024-2025

Specialty: Neurological Surgery

Application platform:ERAS

Additional information about application platform:

Application deadline:

Additional information about application deadline:

Per ERAS timeline:
https://students-residents.aamc.org/applying-residencies-eras/publication-chapters/eras-ti
meline

Match platform: NRMP

Additional information about Match platform:

Letters of recommendation (LORs):

Total number of LORs recommended: 4

Is it recommended that all LORs come from within this specialty:

[1] Yes

No

A collaborative project of the OPDA-GSA-CiM Working Group.
OPDA - Organization of Program Director Associations; GSA - AAMC Group on Student Affairs; CiM - AAMC Careers in Medicine Program



Is it acceptable to submit any LORs after the initial application is submitted?

[1|Yes

No

Is a standardized letter or letter from the department chair recommended?

[1]|Yes

No

If yes, is the standardized letter or department chair letter included in the total number
of LORs recommended above?

| Yes

No

Recommended date by which all LORs should be submitted: ERAS Deadline

Additional information about LORSs:

The SNS recommends that each applicant obtain the following recommendations:

* One (1) Home program: SNS Standardized Home Letter of Evaluation (LOE)

* One to two (1) External programs: SNS Standardized Away Letters of Recommendation
(LOR)

* One (1) letter of any kind

At Aaarh nramnrarm lattare 1icinAa tha | NE/l ND ctanAdardizad fAarmat mav lha wirittan vy Aan

Away rotation expectations:

? One (1) 3— 4 week Home program Al experience
? One or Two (1 or 2) 3— 4 week External (away) program Al experiences

Applicants should NOT perform > 3 total Al rotations, including their home program(s)
rotations.

A collaborative project of the OPDA-GSA-CiM Working Group.
OPDA - Organization of Program Director Associations; GSA - AAMC Group on Student Affairs; CiM - AAMC Careers in Medicine Program



Supplemental information:

Are applicants required to complete supplemental application materials?

[1] Yes
No

If yes, please specify:

ERAS Supplemental Application for Neurosurgery

Additional information about supplemental information:

Signal information:

Please indicate the number of signals available: 25
Are applicants expected to signal their home institution? U] Yes
No
Are applicants expected to signal institutions where they completed away rotations?
[1]|Yes
No

Additional information about signals:
Neurosurgery will offer applicants the use of 25 signals in the 2024-25 match. Per AAMC guidelines, all

applicants should signal programs where they have rotated (home programs or away Al rotations) if
applicants remain strongly interested in those programs after their rotations.

Use of preference signaling remains optional for both applicants and programs. Applicants should carefully
consider which programs to signal, planning to do so for a range of programs at varying degrees of
competitiveness. Mentors should provide honest guidance to applicants about the strength of their application
to facilitate signaling the appropriate group of programs.

A collaborative project of the OPDA-GSA-CiM Working Group.
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Use of USMLE/COMLEX scores:

What is the recommended date that a USMLE Step 2CK/COMLEX Level 2 score
should be available in order for the application to be reviewed?

ERAS Deadline

What is the recommended date that a USMLE Step 2CK/COMLEX Level 2 score
should be available in order for an interviewed applicant to be ranked?

ERAS Deadline

Are USMLE scores required or strongly recommended by the specialty even when
an applicant has a COMLEX score? 1] Yes

No

Additional information about USMLE/COMLEX scores:

Interview invitation process:

Universal interview release dates recommended? |[] | Yes

No

If yes, please specify the dates:

* Any Friday in October after 4pm EST.
« If there is a last-minute cancellation prior to an interview

Aata an intansiaw ~rnanild ha cant tAn a ranlaramant ~randidata at anv timao

If no, during what time period are interviews typically offered?

A collaborative project of the OPDA-GSA-CiM Working Group.
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Additional information about interview invitations:

Recommended Interview format: Virtual

[1| In-person

Hybrid

Additional information about interview format:
In-person interviews are encouraged, but virtual processes are also allowed if programs
prefer. Hybrid processes are not allowed. All candidates must be interviewed using the

same format within a given program.

Additional information for applicants, if relevant (e.q. applicant communication, second look/open

houses):

No post-interview communication is necessary. "Second looks" are discouraged unless
they are deemed necessary by an applicant looking to gain critical insight into a program
they are considering ranking highly.

A collaborative project of the OPDA-GSA-CiM Working Group.
OPDA - Organization of Program Director Associations; GSA - AAMC Group on Student Affairs; CiM - AAMC Careers in Medicine Program
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