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Background
• 90-100,000 people living with sickle cell disease (SCD) 

in the USA
• Mainly those of African descent

• Abnormal cells cause vaso-occlusion
• Pain is most common complication

• Unpredictable

• Intense

Wikipedia.com
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Barriers to Optimal Care

• Emergency provider lack of 
education 

• Bias
• Racial

• Disease

• Patients labelled as drug seekers 
or frequent fliers

• Crowding

Impact on Care

• Longer wait times for pain 
medication

• Variable care

• Mistrust between providers and 
patients

• Avoidance of the emergency 
department

• High rates of readmission



Emergency Department Sickle Cell Care Coalition

• 2015 initial meeting

• Impetus driven by patients

• Organized by Dr. Patricia Kavanagh

• Mission: to promote evidence-based emergency care and optimize 
provider-patient-family communication in the delivery of the 
emergency care for patients with SCD



Who We Are



Making Sickle Cell Disease an ED Priority
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Accomplishments-Education
• Lectures to emergency clinicians and nurses through national, regional, and 

institutional meetings

• Emergency Nurses Association Topic Brief Sept 2021

• Webinars in conjunction with CDC and NHLBI

• Twitter chats, hosted by the American Society of Health-System 
Pharmacists



Accomplishments-Research
• Created funding opportunities for quality improvement research

• Sponsored by Pfizer, administered by the American College of Emergency Physicians
• 6 sites

• Emergency Medicine Practice Research Network survey looking at attitudes 
towards patients 

• Annals of Emergency Medicine Supplement on Sickle Cell Disease
• September 2020
• Funded by the Department of Health and Human Services, Office of Minority Health



Accomplishments- Advocacy
• Supported ASH in requesting additional funding to expand the SCD Data 

Collection Program

• Emergency Nurses Association Resolution 2019- ‘Management of Vaso-
Occlusive Episodes in Persons with Sickle Cell Disease in the Emergency 
Department’

• Bolstered multi-center application to HRSA for Sickle Cell Disease 
Treatment and Demonstration program



Accomplishments- Community Outreach
• Steering committee members of Sickle Cell Disease Coalition

• Present at multiple patient care organization conferences each year

• Maintain website with links to SCD resources



Point of Care Tool Development
• Stakeholders all reported need for guidance

• Summit August 2018

• Emergency physicians want a voice in guidelines/recommendations 
regarding the care they deliver
• Lean on emergency medicine society communication and website for 

information

• Iterative process
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sickle-cell/

https://www.acep.org/sickle-cell/
















Point of Care Tool Metrics



Where do we go from here? 
• Dissemination 

• Education

• Point of care tool

• Grow EM network to contribute to the mission of EDSC3

• Must measure impact
• Define outcome measures

• Utilize existing research networks



Questions?
• Caroline Freiermuth: caroline.freiermuth@uc.edu

• David Brousseau: dbrousse@mcw.edu

• Patricia Kavanagh: patricia.Kavanagh@bmc.org

• EDSC3: edsc3@acep.org

• EDSC3: https://www.acep.org/by-medical-focus/hematology/sickle-
cell/

• Point of Care Tool: https://www.acep.org/patient-care/sickle-cell/

mailto:caroline.freiermuth@uc.edu
mailto:dbrousse@mcw.edu
mailto:patricia.Kavanagh@bmc.org
mailto:edsc3@acep.org
https://www.acep.org/by-medical-focus/hematology/sickle-cell/
https://www.acep.org/patient-care/sickle-cell/
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